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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) U20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing{s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)U None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1 . Claims 1 -20 are presented for examination. 

2. Tfie following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smyers [U.S. Patent No. 6,247,069 B1] in view of Himmel et al. [U.S. Patent No. 
6,041,360]. 

4. Smvers disclosed the invention substantially as claimed. Taking claims 1-5 and 
8-1 1 as exemplary claims, the reference disclosed a method, within a network, for 
receiving a playback command from a remote controller (e.g., see col. 4, lines 66-67, an 
abstract (lines 9-10) and searching and retrieving media for automatically playing back 
(e.g., see the abstract (lines 1 9-20)). 

5. While Smyers disclosed the method for automatically playing back the requested 
media within the network, Smyers did not explicitly detail the use network address to 
retrieve the media information. Such using of network address (e.g., the IP address, the 
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web page, URL, or bookmark) to link to a specific web site or a web page in order to 
retrieve the multimedia information from the database (server) was clearly taught by 
Himmel et al. (e.g., see the abstract. 209 of Fig. 5, the teaching of Fig. 13, col. 1). In 
addition, Himmel et al. further disclosed a plurality of links to Internet sites (bookmarks) 
which was programmatically controlling the network enable device (client browser) so 
as to automatically access and retrieve the multimedia information. Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
recognize and combine the background teaching of Himmel et al. into Smyers' system 
in order to share the playback media among users within the network as suggested by 
Himmel et al. (e.g.. see col. 1 . lines 12-14 and 33-34). 

6. As to claims 6-7, both Himmel et al. and Smyers did not explicitly detail the 
search criteria to include: a title, an artist name and a musical category. Such specific 
search criteria were well within one ordinary skill in the art. For example, such search 
criteria are very popularly used in the music web site such as BMGmusic.com, 
CDHQ.com. In these web sites, the user can search in either a title, an artist name and 
what kind of music, etc.. In addition, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made would have been recognized that such specific search criteria 
would have been a matter of design choice. 

7. As to claims 12-20, they are similar in scope as of claims 1-11, and therefore 
claims 12-20 are rejected for the same reasons set forth above for claims 1-11. 
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8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The references are cited in the Forni PTO-892 for the applicant's review. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) 

months and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within the 

period for response will result in ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 133. 

M.P.E.P 710.02. 710.02(b)). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krisna Lim whose telephone number is 571-272-3956 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Wednesday and Friday from 7:30 
AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess, can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 
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